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UR PURPOSE in issuing this Bulletin is to give information, consistent
with war conditions, about American prisoners of war and the meth-
ods for providing aid and comfort to them—paramount responsibili-

! ties of the American Red Cross.

We hope that anxious relatives of our men and women who are held
in prison and internment camps may find in these pages the answers to many
questions. We believe it is important for them to have an understanding of
the international treaties which govern the treatment of prisoners of war.
The limitations upon communications, imposed by war, which cause grief
and anxiety, will be better understood after a perusal of these pages. We trust
it will be possible to bring comfort to many through an exchange of corre-
spondence from prisoners whereby wider knowledge of conditions in many
prison camps may be obtained.

[ wish to emphasize that one of the primary services of the interna-
tional organization of the Red Cross is the protection of the lives and health
of prisoners of war. The Red Cross, therefore, renews to you its pledge to
utilize every resource to deliver to American prisoners of war the supplemen-
tary assistance in the form of food, clothing, and comfort articles upon which
their health and welfare may depend.

Channels of relief for American prisoners of war in Europe are operat-
ing smoothly. Despite difficulties which at times have appeared overwhelm-
ing, the American Red Cross and the governmental agencies have continued*
negotiations seeking to open relief channels to our prisoners in the Far East.
[ assure you we will never abandon the effort to reach every prisoner of ours
no matter where he may be held.

)

1

NorMAN H. Davis, Chairman,
American Red Cross.

sonp OCT 1946



Ediiorial _

The American Red Cross is re
ceiving an incressing number of
anxiows  inquiries conceming  the
treatment of American prisoners ol
war amd the measures being @wken
for bringing them sucl abd and com-
fort as lie within our power under
the Geneva Converstion of 1929 Rela-
tive o the Treatment of Prisouers
of War. Most of these inguiries con-
cern an individual prisoner, in one
specific camp or locality, but the
writers have an overwhelming com-
mon inwresi—ibe well-being o our
prisoners wherever they are.

The responsibility for the welfare
of prisoners of war rests with the
governmenis concernel, Tt i the
Tunction of the protecting Power
[Switzerlamd, in the case of ihe Uni-
ted States) o osee that the Geneva
Convention s properly observed by
the detaining Powers. The Prisoners
of War Information Burean in Wash.
ington, . C., wmder the Provos
Marshal General, s 1he government
agency which keeps records of Amer-
ican prisoners of war and civi
internees, and mainiains contscs with
their next of kin. The national Red
Croes Societies, and other homani-
tarian organizations accepied by the
belligerents under the Convention,
provide the machinery for hringing
reliefl supplics and other aid o cthe
prisoners. It is also a wsk of thee
organizmtions to serve as a means of
contact between the prisoners and
their relatives.

We have accondingly decided 1o
publish periodically this Bulletin in
which we shall share with the fami-
lies of our prisoners of war, and all
thase wha are lesa directly han ponse
the less keenly interested in their wel
fare, the information we gather Trom
many sources aboat them, what is
being doue for them, and what they
neel, Keeping relatives of prisoners
as fully informed as possible will he
the H.-.H:..HJ. objert of this publica-
tion, which will be sent (o all the
next of kin as soon as their names
are given (o us by .-m..- proper authori-
tirs,

The

When word is reccived thar the
biead ol a lamily, or a son, «
brother has been captursd by the
coemy, the st questions maturally
asked by the relatives are: How zwill
e e treated? Wihnt will ke need
Hat we mmy e able to send bim?
As & prisover, 1 he wholly af the
merey of the enemyf Many other
quesdons will inevitably ocour o the
family, ard 1 am sure it will be the
purpose of this Bulletin w answer
them as far as possibile.

A beginning  may

therelare e

rights ol a prisoner of war
o receive mail and parcels; o be
secl; o be gven
i oo be paid for
such work outside the camp as he
may be required to perform. Having
rights, the prisoner of war has obli

ch helps 1o relieve the boredom
of camp life besides prowiding them
with pock

Al these vighes and ablgations are
pot left to the discretion of the de-
1nining Power. They are covered by
have

internatbonal  wreaties which
been negotiated du
vears, and which culminatsd in
Geneva Carvention of 1729 Relative
w the Treatment af Prisancrs af
War, which comprises 97 anicles. In
all, 42 paticns signed and ravified,
or bater adhercd w, this laest set of
rules for the treatment of prisancrs
of war, The participation of the
United Santes in the Convention was
formally ratified by the Senate in
1952 and procaimed by the Presi-
dent on July dAth of that vear.

Provisions of the Geneva Convention

The treaty begins by declaring that
prisoners must “ar all times be hu
mancly treated and protecied, par
larly agrainst acts of violemce, in
sules and public curiosiey” It lists
the prisoncrs rights in grear detail
arul in careful phrases o avaid mis
interpretation. To the fam
home, one of the most imporiant
rights ks that af the priscacr 1o lo

Rights of Prisoners of War

them kn

done through
ani the Cemral Agency
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at, sanitary facilities, space lor ex-
ise, and canteens where incidentals
hav be purchased. Monthly medieal
w, ar oftener il necesary,
¢ & camp infirmary, are peo-

Oow

Sanes [ o )
wured; that he o oibery A seriously ill prisosier, or
and where he is being held, 7 VINE an operation, must be

t the expense af the de
‘ower, in A miliry or dvil
or treatment. Arrangements
i i ill prisomers
e alw (oreseen, with msprtion
hrissions of neatral dociors to be
pon between the belliger-
1 | conmact between the el
Acronts is maintained throwgh pro-
g Powers—the Government of
nd being the protecting
be United Staves in deal-
Germany, Tualy, and Japan

Food and Clathing Supplies

It is speeibed that every prisoner of
ar has the right o receive the qual-

ers of War Information Bureau, B * d quantity af food given to base
vt Mirshal Generals Dffice, B o, : of ___..E detaining Power. No
Department, Washington, D St _"_..n_“_.rdp..m. measures al-

The prisoner has the right 10 .:_.__m. the prisoners” foad are per
eeive letters as well as to send ) All prisoners raust  have
amnd 1o reccive parcels of food, 2
Bacco, comforts, clothing, and be
He has the right 1o logal help in 8
ing legal papers, if he neede it
1o a proper trial for any serious
Iringement of camp discipline.
the custom for all prisoners ol
natiomality to share equally in
oollective shipments of relief sup
sent i the camp by the Red O
Socicty and other organizatinns w
look alter their wellare—through
I RCC

the protecting
for Prisom
af War of the International
Cross Commd tee in Geneva, Swil
land, The Cenral Agency has
alle to notily as many as 6,000
lies in one day of the laie of relag)
af all nations aken prisoper;

hieir relatives, no ma
where they are. The informang
about American prisoners gathe
by the protecting Power and the €
tral Agency comes o next ol kig
the United Stawes through the Prig

mnderwear, amnd  foar-
iz 0o the treaty, must
d 1o every prisoner. Any
fects taken from him at

mplete (reedom of religions war
e aml

iy eonneoed

Arcording w0 the Convenl i
prisotier ol war camps must b - Vhe mse o
healthy places, provided with .u_::.__

| | L]

mbat uniny, is specifi-
Prisoners wsedd for

Prisaners of War Bulletin is
free ol charge 1o those regise
as next of kin with the Offics
the Provost Marshal General)
American Red Cross chapiers, 3
tor workers engaged in prisone
war relief.

I e have omitted the maomd
any persons falling within @
categories, they may be -
the mailing list by writing 10
Rel Cross chaper.

Gilber: Rediers

them at once and (e
Feserve,

redd o work;
they may dao
vient can be
joned officers are
WIVISHY work,
FegEesl remg

and Complsings
o poomg %
S Thoncrs figve the right 1o set up

their own organizatiom by clecting
represcatatives bor dealing with camp
commandants and others interested
in the care af the prisoners. These
tierd agents abso have charge of the
distribution of collective shipments
sennt by the Bed Croe.

 Visits 1o the mamps by TCpreSeTn
tives ie protecting Power are pro-
vided for in the Geneva Conventian
ol 1929; and the right of Delegates
af the 1. R, C. € o visie camps an
supervise the distribantion ol relid
supplies is generally recognized, as is
aba the right of neutral represenia
tives of reliel agencies approved by
the belligerents. Reports on thess
visits are regularly received by (he
fovernments concermed. Such reparts
irulicate where camps fall shorr of the
accepied standards, and wsally resuly
In prompt correction, Aocording to
Intest reports, there are 6% Interna
tional Red Cross Co
Eates, of Swis nation ;
over the world sceording 1o need,
._..5.3._.- delegates’ reports upon their
VISIS 10 prison camps are gencrally
published in the monthly “Revue”
ofthe LR.C. CC, ;

The elected camp leader (usually
the ranking afficer in an officers”

.ha:...:z._.q.... of War Aulletin in-
iiles regrriniing of iy avticler in
whole ar iw part. lis cantents are
uod caprvrighted.

3

camip) B known as the “Homme de
[ oe"—trusted mam, Ay pris-
was the right o bring gricvances
to the atension of the musted man,

TeprTse
g Power when

ulficials p
Le free anad explicit. Any leg
RHEvaTOs are prompely repart
the comp commander; and, i
connection, it should be remembered
that Article 84 requires than a copy af
the Convention the language of
the prisancrs held there, e posted in
cach camp.

The carrying out of the proisions
lor sending i parcels and relief 10
camps, and for exchamging informa-
tion between prisoners of nations m
war and their own ooy
a wremendous task reg
force. In Switrerland there are be
tween 5000 and 8000 people em
Poyed by the I K. C. €, chicfly an
that job—the majority of :
ing as valno
over 60000 pieces dadly; its card in-
dex of 12,000,000 cards is said 1a be
the larges in the world, 1f revws seems
¥ 10 youl, please remem
ber the enormons amount af detail
work invalved and the diiculties of
transpartation. Many peaple are iy
i comaantly o improve this he-
mianilarian service,
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i fund was nearing cx-
e Arserican ol it Pachages. from Home
i §1000 ta the Delcghie By Marion Hale Britten

the L R. C. C. and infor
reount would be The mearest relative of each Amer belore your Brst puck
e at the end of each momth  ican prisoner of war (afficially listed
._.-i_m.___._ o 3 statcient of 1 nexi of kin) is sent the Rrst mews
spent 1o mieet the need of pris when word is reccived from the In ! please make certain that the
of war and civilian intermees  ternational Red Cross Comamit tes is stromg and durable, The
nerts in the that an afficer or soldier in our forees packages travel boag distapces and are

area. B
ol $10.000 are nccordingls s bBeen capiured by the encmy. As ject o rough handling. it b ad-
1ain a4 omn
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Relief to Prisoners of War in the Far East

Eser since the outhreak of hostili:
ties in the Far East
have been made by the Ur
Government and the American Red
Crow, through the inermediary of
the Government of Switreriand and
the Intcrnational Red Cros Com
e, o dlevise channeds for o regi
lar Bow ol relicl supy 0 ORIE TS
oners of war and ¢

caAn Areive,
”.._ BLl WELNN

know better wl

tald by the Prisoners
won Burcau of the
al's Office how

ilian inicroees i ; quu_.z_nqm....__ Hong
i 4 ; : al 4! ¥ {
now in Japanse campe. _u__.... compari- 4R %Y  the .qn” ”_._ ..hﬂn .._._n.n“_”.” s
son, the protlem af reaching perison- i ;
ers ol war in Euvope is simple,
The efforts to solve the Far Easte
relicl  problem have included the

nRer wraj
s exacily as 9t a
idee. Paper on wh

other than addres in

wil, clothing. a parcel label i o 1 wrag of

- p . ics lor dtirens of t days. Parcels can be protect a the pack-
working out of various propesals an ¢ 5 ; d . s hedd in St of war w age. The |
presenting them through the pro x : e E w Later, the Gover ropse, bart ot yet o those in the Far bee more than

weoting Power, o the Japamn
crimeni of h the Tot
tional Red ittee, 1o the
japancse Kol Cros in ._...:—(.___.._ The
curmhersome metbiods, necesitated by
war, of geiting word 1o a belligerent
il does not main@in the sme
dose ontact with the Inwrnational
fted Cross Comminee at nEvil 38

o States sent Turther Tunds oo East. When ¢ ng rootes can be
. C. C Delegate 31 Hong Kang estahlished {andd effores are oo
5 endeavorimg 1o grt these fumnds :_”_.L_._,. f,__dnn .:n_"__n _u: arrange for A War Prisoner’s Needs
hands of American natlon cmy, the sar abel arrangoncnt = I 1o
purchase of supplemen will probably be wsed for our prisan: _..p.... _._...:"“..__ ﬂ_ -.___ __._._.1_" Bkt “J_. J__ e
l. clothing, amd n al sop- ers there. S ::_...h i i ,“a_u_nr
The .__:nq.-.m...u.._ Fredl Croms has Simeeall _._H_.._.un._u.nfu.“ pit Books, sene ,.4..._ —.u_.___.__,_.._”_..”._._”_._._.:. £ n_—.r.r.__. .“ ﬂa.__u 1] “__n___
by provided the 1. R. €. C. Delegate 10 prisaners of war from this mantry | h. _“_ _”.,...:..:..ﬂq.._::,_,.._ 2 2 :..fh.m,,:h
Japan with a revolving fund of  must carry official Tabels inside and land. These e dy e 4 toik:
i, similar to the one which has  2ut, only the next of kin can send riz: P T ___"_.. ko
vy Shanghod. 1o b ned ek parecs unles ey give the <A1 soom a word comes kot
wpplics that cant be purchased  labels o swmeone elie. Using the 0 .___,_.a _.u_”. u.._qj.u = Hu.ﬂ._
ally for prisoners of war relief. labels, 11-pound parcels can be snt. ableat i Lt .__M_Hd_ Hw._.m* .
Al the instructions about surh pack ” U_WEEF _.M..ﬁu_:qﬂﬁ.ﬂ_i__.. TEE, S
ash Grants for Philippine Reliel ager—what can be sent, and how w N iy b s ..=_ gre Rich
t serul (hem—carme with the libel from W07 % they have standing insmue.
Through the Swiss Minkter in tha Drlsoters ol War tioms 1o send alomg exta clothing,
akyn, the American Red Cross has poo 00w 1L.pound package sems soap, rarors, cigareties, and other
iwarded the sum of 525,000 1o be

i by the Ja
& Hist of Amerbcan prisoners of war, tontsining sbout forry manmcs, s wt by
Gionemmument's _.u....:_..ﬂ_ Infosmathon Burraw o1 Tokyw te the Contral Agocy for
German,  of Was in Geneva,

of these supplics were @

and Red Cross have complicated the  tions poris i Lourengo Marques, e C.

i Portuguese East Africa, and there o : el

*__._:_.ﬁ,_"qh. :__m_.: jove worked an it have  the Japanse exchange ships. 1 an _..___..;:_.:.._.,.,._ d___,_ him w0 _u_ﬂ_,.._h._...“m
wetantly orving ww ideas. American Red Cross was able o send E nlerners and L] _.:_.. ¥

1 a0 stancdard lood parcels, 10000 providing food for refuges gr

dles of clothing, 15,000 warth of Amother part of the suppldies and

o artiches, S50, 000 warth of medi tain medical stares of the Ame

dies, 10,000 cans ol wobacoo, Red Cross were confiscated by

A
loebet
with a larpe cargo of lood, chnt

H comaforts, as well as food parcels. im-

: : : ; i : * msch too srmall i you vy o send " pane
meddicines, feores a mill garciics. “These sup it ks ._m.._m ...___.J__..F”.v_._“-. pent by the Executive Committer of ¥, Mt af the supplics re-
and s forih s were carried 1o Japan and ther prosited soame 200,000 yen (Lo Civilian Internees held ac S for our prisoners are fur.

want vour man in have. 5a the tl
must be carclully chosen o Bl the
limired space.

of the Japanee au- For the Frst package. you will
3 __H.EH surmy will Le surely ask, What does he need most?
1 this way, il omr reports show This guestion may secm hard 1o
Lt ava .._rn..”...r.___.._ miethod of e amiwer before vou know something
L] ._._—_u.q L needded .r.w. par abour his now way of living: b if
ed civizems in the Philippine. ther that the bare necesi-
...__..__ hoped that the Swiss Gavern- ties will have been provided—cither

1 b able fo wark ol 3 simi- by the enemy ar by the Red Cross—
n for other camps in the

wers af war, or re NN} in pay in the Yokol
1. R G C Delegak Specie Bank, The I R. G ﬁ... I
pate o Shanghai was autheoriccod
Rl Cross o use this lund [og
| Hcy, The Delegate has b

it staved in port vntil carly shipped by the =
wmber, when the Japancss Ithe Japanese n._._._;n.:,.,. .:__.
refused our request lor sale conduct aress where prisoners were held, s
5o the ship was unloaded. Doring the tril s were made 0o Zensuji,
ne it waited, the Swiss Governmeri Osaka, Kobe, and Shanghai; amd one
and the Interma
Cannmitiee  handle
and forth between the two
ents—but all w o ovail because the
[apmnese Gone nt toak the posi-
viom that it coald ol guaranie: male
et throogh waiers 1o which be

i 3 o I ar
yive naval operations might take Prisamer of War Reliel Activities in €

P Occupied China
Reliel on Exchange Ships

- only method on which agree-
1 has sa far been reached for Cross had stocks there which i
the rransporiation of velicl supplies  siwad ol large supplics of cracked
wai by diplomsaie exchange ur, and rice, and over 400,
sehich went from various United Na. olled cats.  camp.

go every week (o prison-
planned o contain the |
iment o
rations supplied by
detaiming Power. But you r
v look over the B of eems,
the instructions sent oal by
Prisoners of War Informati

oweat shins, padded  jackets,
b with this money. He has
bern abde 1o supply regularly aj
ol food and ol
ticles for prisoners in the Sha
iy as well as stoves and w

lamils

The best that can be dome by way Red Cross are therelore eontinuing  given
_"_n_._. matic exchange ships and without pause, and the Japanese au- the
nees does not even hegin thorities are being presented with
ot the pressing needs of var plan altcr plan in an cffort to ind an 1
in the Far East, These can e effective soludon of this problem. As {given elowhere in this Balloting o
umiely only by o continmoas these plans concretely develop, we see il we have leflt ot wone fava
slics sent from the Us will continue o inform the next of  of your own particul
tEs in regular shipments, The ef 1 and those interested in the wel-  you can supply, Your parcel shonld
M of the Government and the  fare of our prisoners. give him the extrar wherever it b

anid was
denial




the differcnce
tence and w

or socks, o1
1 kmony

ks s
fast the i
the parcel 1o reach him, yo
Thee Caowuer

wh can supply t
¢ must have to keep him alive
I, and even reasonably o
< buil i

m lus
o his-s
ks are thinking alwout

probably ko
parcels, ¢ e Hi
ppers

n barracks

Wosofm

bidelen

Special Packages of Books or
Tobacoo

Books a
should nnt be

| tohacen or Chgar
luded with other

o ookl
lor woau, [l Consor v
ane e hage cucl Sdavs b
SN ORE |
the books
the ook
Hut he w
package
will know [roan wham

oo label whi
with each regular parcel |
attaches the special label tot
aze of whacco which you order and
pay for and mails it for you, again
with vour pame as seader,
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Food Packaging for Prisoners of War ey along the Prisoner of War Camps in Germany
hi= Brst soluntcer | 3
wkingg Centers ol __._,:“.__ ol pru e : _u_.mﬁ._m___—-z i
. .. . Jcer pa . o This caoip lor Air Foree officers : imn, Australion, New Zealamn]
W L i sy 1 = { T £ : or . |
ey _"F_._h_..._.._ -u._”_.._m..___ .:._Tﬂn.. : h.L_.__u__.. . _.._“_n__.;_ q._::u_ liver g amd namcoemaisined ficers G 1o Belgian, Ned
t 1 i [ ] .

d about
ol Berlin in
It was esmnh
M2 with t
ol abeuar O
i
I

they are for phe f
e T contncd

risnmers ol

clearing ol an area
I leet in & pline
| town. A repor
v reccived by o \racrican
Bend s atiead

silical officers of the Britih
v, and about ten of the Undted

mare L1
of the armed foroes
Staes and of our All
plwe 1
prisoncrs of wir
sefves detai

1he paargs
prckaging
wnlort o pang
priseners of wa by
packages
tans [

noar a

5 cara, |
The e s
by a Delegate of

Hel

tased on 2

o La bl

vl Inicrna-

whre

Croms

slving
_.__.:__..

e T
ctaining
I parcel

woel, Liann

exactly 11 pounds, since the wr
kages in
s, armd many _.._arn_.
VI roel [ from Gaemeva,
switacrland, 1o their inad desting
prison camps, Alsa, the
L be so tightly packed tha
| be the lease possible move

the aricles __“__...._..n ther
acroas the . And, af course,
B B i

the Can
ol

haur, 1
a 1oinl of more than four
arcels ane prepar " |

iself i n oo
e adqueare andd 415

Towed o

wa i oporating it
kaging ceniers

makes it pocessry occpsionally

v the wyslemn af _rx_.._.._:n

Receipts Obtained for All Packages
e valuneer workers, and many
. Trequer sk the question
r really pel

Greup of Amerhan aviames swall the war's ood in Stalaghude 100

M
Om this oard
ey, his own
Huent data

A

eri At the present
iy Coniers &

Yok

New
._....3_._._.._ by the
Red Cross with the aid of

wnrkers, are pri-
i k-

18 strapy
fier the carmn hss been com- af s1eel

el it fs then resd

. NS 3 IO

can have the satislaction of knowi

finished  parcels per
This strea i

wencid wil

Phots by Temm
Crmveyer line carrics Rod Cross food pathages o ghiing sachine

v Wbl
of the lne.




B

ol the mnonmemmmissional  officens,
Flight Sergeant Day,

The Caump Lay-(at

The huts, made of wood, are new
and well buile. From four o twelve
officers share a hut For noncoms a
fiut, divided into two lamge rooms,
acoommodates about 80, The wooden
hunks are doabledeckers, Light and
cleciric lighting are reported w0 be
alequate, and each prisover has ai
Beast pwo blankets. The sleeping mal-
wresses are illed with wood fiber. The
camp grounds provide ample space
for athletic ficlds, aned some ol the
prisoners have suceecded in growing
Powers, tomatecs, and othcr vege-
tables in the sandy ground.

The camp is divided into four wp-
arate, thongh adjacent, sectors: hnes
and eottages of the German staill, an
enchosare conmining the infirmary;
a Tt for provisions, eaé for clothing
and the shower unit; an enclosure
containing the huis af the noncomis
LS ted by a high fence from the

" huts. The two classes of pris-
aners, therefore, have practically no
contact with cach other—exerpt that
between the leaders of the twio groups
for handling the distribution of gilt
packages, cte, and during athletic
mects.

Heating and Conking

Omne kitchen is reserved for afficers
and two for noncoms, They are well
equipped, the meals being prepared
iy .,_w...". prisoners umder the supervi-
sion of a German staff

As there is no main dining mom,
the prisoners eat in their dormitworics.
In each hut one or two wood-barning
kitchen stoves make it pessible for
the prisaners to oook their own sup-
plementary food, but the number of
stoves thios available meets the needs
af only a small proportion of the
prisoners. The cunp canteen has very
few supplics because of the gencral
lack of goods in Germany.

Clothing and Hygiene

Each prisance hos at least one uni-
form in serviceable concition, and
one good pair of shoes. The supplic
of uniforms and miscellancous ar-
tickes of clohing coming from Red
Cros shipments were reported 1o be
ample. The prisoners of war, [rom
among their own number, do the
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jo ouir prisaners of war in the Far
East, and ZZEI290 (through the [n-
wrmitional Red Cross Committee)
uropean  prison camps.  The
v af the United States Govern-
n as been o furndsh, through
e American Red Cross, one foml
package weekly 10 every American
prisotier of war in Enrope,

Prisaners benefiting Lrom the ship-
ments 1o Evropean camps, besides
owi, included Belgian, Brivish,
ch Greek, Netherlands, Norwe
Polish, Russian (but only in
mpsh, and Yegoslay, The
or such reliel are prowided by
the respective Governments or ober
organiations,

Resides the standard food packages,
the supplics shipped included sub-
amonnts of bolk oods, medi-
obacco and cigareties, chah.
amml a wide varicty of comlbor
andd toilet anticles—not only for pris-
opers of war but for our growing
mumber af civiliams who are still
ourded up and Bverned in
Axis-leld territories. The miscella
ety clothing supplics included such
ribclon oo yonudflers and Snr_._x.ﬂ..__.nnn_.

-

Canrying 520,788 Red Croes standard food packages fir Unital Natiens pei ol war, U
FOE T DOURO mbied (rom Philsdelplia for Lisbon on April 25, 45, She made

crossing i 1 ilave

Relief Supplies Shipped from the United
States for Prisoners of War

761,150, This total ncloded
Iransporiation costs.

The supplies thipped and actuall
distributed o the end of April 1M
included 2,303, 200 stapdard 11-poan
food] packages, 20,000 of which wel

From January 1. 1941, 1o April 50,
1943, the aggregate value of all relief
supplies ship by the American
Rexd Gross and designaied for United
Wations prisonen of war in Europe
and the Far East amounted o $13.-

mending in a special warkshap for
tailors and shoemakers.

The prisonens do their own laun-
dry in special tanks—slanting boards
on each side of Jong tanks of baked
clay, with running water.

The infirmary i3 dircoted by a Ger-
man medical noncom, skl by a
major and a apmin of the British
Army. It is well equipped and in-
chudes a dental room where a Ger-
man military dentist rears abom
thirty prisoncns daily, Patients suffer-
ing From gastric disturbances receive
a special diet made possible by the
contents of Red Cross invalid parcels,

Prisoners af war at this camp have
at least one hot shower 3 week, and
ool water is abundany but woile
articles (razor hlwdes, tooth brushes,
oombs, hair-clippers, etc.) are scarce.
Whenever reparts ol scarcities reach

ArE st pily 1o the cumps {re
the Red m.n....“ stocks held in Swita
Taml.

The report called attention o &
facy thay the drainage system
delective, and thia is now in pro

Army Air Force, who abo prepa
the plans.

Regular religions  servires
mnducied, at the time of the repd
by Captain Robimon (Churchs
England) amd Father Goundrey,s
inerned civilian priest. Intellect!
activities are well aonganized,
camp thealer, moving pictur
chestra, and  educational oo
These activities are encoumnged
the camp authorities. Furn ne
several qualified profesons direct
educational courses.

by volunteer workers at Ked Cros
chapters,

The standard [ood package now
bring made up aml shipped by the
American. Red Cross contains the
lalboawing items:

idrwits, lisnch, iype € B oz phy
Cheese B or. pkg.
Chocolase, ratkn [ twm 4 nr hars
Cigareties, phg. 20 A pucks
Calfor exmndenitrabe - TR
Catmed  boed 12 oF i
Fruit, alried 15 oz ply
Liver pasie # o tin
MK, whale, powadoned I Ik, tin
oo garine 1 Ik, tin
hrange Condenrase 1 of, tin
Park lunchesn mcat I e, tim
Sl ety —— . R
S ww 2 oz bars
Sugar 8 o plg.
The Caritay I, oporated by the

International Bed Cross Cammines,
for carrving relief supplics wo prisan:
crs of war, recently left Philadelphia
e second voyage in this service)
with maore than 500,000 American
Red Cross food packages, m well as
other supphics, which should be un-
loaded at Marseille, France, early in
Jumne, “This is the largest number of
fooal packages ever carvicd in one
shipment [or prisoncn of war relicl.

The mantents of sn American Red Cross sandard food package

Far Fastern Mail

The lawst Japanese regulation
permit  cach  civilian internee in
Japan proper wa dispatch one leter
per month of oo over 100 wonds in
Emglish, Efforts are being made to
ohmin an increase in the aumber of
lerters which may be sent.

The number of cards or leners thm
can b mailed by prisoners of war in
Japan or Japancseocoupicd territory
i deiermined by the authorities in
cach camjp

The regulations o reccived by
cabile o not cover civilian internees
in camps outside Japan proper, b
protably they are the same as for
prisoners of war.

No information has been reccived
eoiscerming limid tations on leters thar
may be received by prisaners of war
anud internees held by Japan: but the
sgpestion has been made  several
timees that such letiers should be tvpe
written or printed, amd kepe as briel
as possible. This undeubredly Bacili-
tites censoringg, and allows betters o
reach the prisoners more promply,
No enclmuncs or phatographs are
permiteed in leters going ta prisan.
crs in Japanese hands,

Directions issued by the Prisoners
of War Information Bureau should
b carefully followed in semding mail
o prisances of war. Publication ARG
516, available at all Red Cross chap-
ters, alsa gives full directions.

Christmas Packages

A i takes [rown Tour to six months
for a food package made upat a Red
Crons Fouodd Packaging Conwer 1o
reach a purisomer of war in a European
camp, preparations have begun for
making up a special Christmas pack-
age [or American prisoners of war
and civilian internees,

A list ol the contents of this special
package, which will be of the same
size and weight as the standard Tood
package, will be puoblished laser.
They will be such, however, as W
remidned  our  paisaners of  farmer
Christmuases spent unaler happier eir-
cumstances, and ol the fact thar, i
wie cannot have them with i in per-
son 1his vear, we shall be with them
in spiriv
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oﬂnmmnbb\ FROM PRISONERS OF WAR AND

{Editor's Note: The following let-
ters have Beem furmithed do the
American Red Cross by relatives of
prisaners of war. We shall always be
pleased o recrive, and pablich, simi:
Iar letters o} general interest. If you
are willing fo lel us publish letters
you have received, please send popies
to your Aed Cross chapler; if you
prefer, send the origimals and they
will eopry Whem. The original letters
will then be returned to you. [l
you send copies of, or extracis from,
privaners’ letters, please be sure to
give the date of the letter and ihe
e of the cam.

it @ imporiont (o remember that
ali munil coming [rom pricners of
wirr and civilinn mternees i censored
by the detaining Power.}

Fenisufi War Prison Camp, Japan

Dear Mother . . . Wake was @ap-
nired an December 23rd, 1941, We
were eaprured and sent here 1o Japan.
I have received very good mreatment
since 1 was captured, Onee 3 week
we go on @ hike through the city
and up in the hills, which is very
interesting. Captain . . . got letters
from his sister and ane [rom his
father and he let me real them, so
1 got most of the news abwout the
home town, Tell all the family hello
and that 1 am thinking of them and
expect to be with them soon, but [or
them ta write just in case 1 don't
make it. We are going to ger 560
books in our library in a few days
and they should keep us busy until
we get out of here,

P.G. 2I=MLF. 5504, Taly

Dearest Mother: How quickly the
days pass; and full days they are toc,
I'm very bausy, guite happy and very
oceupied This has been rurned into
a permanent camp and [ am among
the oldet inhabitants. Living condi-
tions have improved immeneely. 1
have anganized, with same opposi:
tion, a library, having been able to
purchase some books in the town
Still the number of Books is less than
the muraber of officers, but 1'm going
to improve that situation thortly. I'm
on the permanent stall here al the
camp and manage to keep very bruimy
indesd. It is guite like operating a
schoal; the same interests, the same

problems and mmch the same angani-
mtion. Am afraid I've been neglect:
ing my lealian in the face o ather
duties, but I'm learning to speak and
understand it slowly, The camp com-
mandant, a very nice lalian colonel,
has just given us a gramophone and
some records of Iialian opera and
symphonic music. What a treat o
listen 1o good mosic again.

Civilian Internment Camp, Vitel
(VOSGES), France
To the American Red Cross:

Qnce again, we wish 1o express the
deep gratitude of this camp for the
cotion thread we have just received
fram Geneva.

We cannot find words 1o well you
how pleased the women internecs
were when they were tald that cotton
had arrived in the camp, as this arni-
cle had been lacking for a long time
and naturally prevented the sewing
being done in the work-rooms.

Salaglufe 111, Germany
Dear Friemd:

Do you know that three of your
parcels arrived on Chrisimas Eve just
in time to ensure ap old fashioned
Christmas day for mysell and the
other seven with whom [ eat .
There was a very fine Carol Service
an Christmas Eve, then on the day
itsell we had same beer to drink (I
hadn't had any for cighteen monihs)
and the Christmas feast, Alter the
New Year, we shall have a panto-
mime, “Treasure Island.” 1 have a
small part in it of making the naises
off [stage] of Long John Silver’s par-
rot . .. There are several American
officers in this camp; but none of
them kmow any af my American
friends.

Sanlagluft 1L Germany
{From L. Colonel Clark,
Senior American Officer)

1, mysell, have profied in many
ways [rom my misforiune, One learmns
above all tolerance and patience. One
learns how o help others and you'd
be amased 10 see how unsclfish most
people here are. There are those
who'd give the shiris off their backs.
There are others who labar unces-
ingly for the common good. Never
did 1 expect o see 2 male sociery

CIVILIAN INTERNEES

composed of men from so many walk
of life and so many races live
cheerfully under such trying ciroun
stances. The adjustabilivy af mankin
1o & changing ervironment is, [ b
liove, ane of his greatest ator
and the ability of the Anglo-:
race to make the best of it is qui
cvident here.

(A descripion of Stalagluft !
and of some wseful nork Lt Colond
Clark i doing there, appears ¢
arliere i this fane. Ed.)

Le

Tlag VII, Germany
The holidays are aver. We had
number of Christmas services angl
entertainments and we received o
first American Red Cros packag
and were quite like children o
them. There are eighteen in my roof
but we expect sis more. The dail
routine isas follows: We get up ahol
T A, M. make our beds and cle
our room. At 3:30 A M. we have ra
call in the conrt, and at 9 P, M. »
mrust be in our tooms. By binth ag
[orebeéars we represcnt some Iwen
three mationalities, speaking abal
wwelve different languages. We al
housed in a lamge block of buildin
(150 or 200 vears ofbd) aroumul i
sqquare courts. One of the inter
ehosen as amp senior who deals
the Americans. The camp senior
advisers and the camp services are
pointed by the camp senior, sach
—posimasier, cooking safl, canid
stafl, educatianal director, directar)
recreation, sanitary services, shoe
e, tailor, barhers, ete. The
hald from six to sixty, and each rod
has a room scaior whe is responsib
for order and cleanliness. The b
are two or three deckers with m
tress, spread, pillow ose, two lan
etz and lockers for our dothes. The
are tables, stools amd stove, We @
given a fised amount of coal cach d
accarding o the sive of the ool

Q

Each internée gets a bowl, cug, sped
knife and fork, also onc towel &
an isue ol soap onoe momith.
get ane hall-poumd af hread a
iwon conked meals, one aunce of m
garine cvery other day, rationy
salt, sugar, jam and cheese ang
week, The work of cookimg anid
tributing the fomd s done by
inmernecs.

A
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

sy brother, whe was aken pris
oner by the Germans in North
Africa, and is now in Ofag V11
1%, writes that since he goa to this
camp they have been giving him
British Red Cross ood parcels.
He sayi these are fine, but he
wonders why he is not gewing
\mcrican pareels.

Vour brother is now no doula re-
ceiving e standard  American
Fed Cross food parcels. When the
% orth African campaign began, it
had nod been pasible for us 10
Luild up food parcel reserves in
all the camps 1 which American
prisoncrs of war might be sent;
bt we have a reciprical armange-
meent with the British Red Cross
that whenever American prison-
crs reach a camp where the Brit-
ish Red Cress has a stock of
parcels, the Americans can drnw
on them until we get in our awn
wpplics. This amangement. al
rourse, operates to the benefit af
British prisonerss when the situa-
tion is reversed.

Can 1 be sure that my leners will
reach my husband, now an in-
iermee in the Philippinest The
achlress given me by the Informa-
tiom Bureau showed that he was
hwld 2t Santo Toanas.

. Comditions are now such, unfor-

tunately, that you cannot be sure.
The Japanese Official Bureau,
however, advised the LRACC of
the distribution of some 230,000
letiers 1o prisoners of war and
dvilian intermees wp 1o the end af
1942, O these, 5400 were dis-
trilwted in the Philippines, aml
undoubiedly many of them went
to Sarmn Tomas. Much of this
mail befe the Uniwed Swates in
Juneé M2, by the diplomatie ex-
..._._n_.i.... u_._m? Gripsholm.

A friend, i Salag VIID B, has
ko] me 1o send him “thrillers.”
Iy ihis permited?

¥Yeu, the arcinary type of “thrill-
& ar fictiom may be sent, but not

o SpY SLOTY OF AN cicape swory.
The sender cnnot hamdle the
book so it must be ordered sent
direct from the book store ar pulb-
lisher. Mo official label is required
far such book packages. which
may be sent by Iriemds as well as
by next of kinn They must be
wrapped amnd addressed by the
seller, who should enter the name
and address of the buyer in the
proper place as sender, Mo boak
package may weigh more than b
Ibs., and only one package may be
senl bo any prisancr ance in thirey
days. Books are carelully cen-
sored, and will be returned o
you if not acceptable,

May 1 send some of my son's
books ta the German prison camp
where he is hebd?

. No. Only new books may be sent.

direct [rom  the bookseller or
publisher.

. My husband is a prisoner of war

in Germany, now atached to a
maohile working party. Doss he
receive a food parcel every werk
wherever he is, or dos he have
to wait till he returms oo his base?

. The present policy s o supply

one food package weekly 1o every
American prisoancr of war in
Europe. The parcels are for-
warded regularly to working de-
tachments from the main amps.
Working detachments also receive
better rations from the Germans
than do prisancrs of war in the
base cumps.

Q. I there any assurance that the

Al

messages sent over short wave
from prisoncrs on Taiwan are
authentick

All prisoners of war messages
broadcast from encmy countrics
are picked up here by the federal
radio monitor system. Records of
the broadeasts are then lorwarded
by the Federal Communications
Commissivn to the Prisoners of
War Information Bureau au the
Office of the Provoss Marshal

General, which forwards the mcs
sages o the next of kin. The
Burcau is careful o poing ot
that the muthenticity of the mes-
sage canmol be verified,

Do vou send prisoner of war reliel
packages only in Red Cross ships?

. We send mostly in ships under

pewtral regisary (Swiss or Fortu-
guese) . Swicily speaking, there is
only one Red Cross ship at pres
ent in prisance of war relief serv-
ice. That is the Caritas I, owned
and operated by a subsidiary of
the Irwernational Red Cross
Committee, but used by ihe
Amenican Red Crow,

Can the Red Cross obtin infor-
miation about a member of the
armed forces presumed o have
been taken prisoner at Corregi-
dor whose name has not becn in-
cluded on the lists so far pub-
lished of officially reported pris-
ETsT

A. Lists of those taken early in 1942

are still coming gradually from
Japan, via Geneva, and au any
time the name of someone ap-
tured at Corregidor may appear.
The Prisoners of War HLE.__.E.
tion Buréau in Washington makes
every effare 1o have the family
given information before it i
published. Once o man is listed,
the Red Cross is unally in a
position to give some information
to the family concerning the camp
surroundings, and what  relicl
measures are being mken. If the
family hus any reason 1o belicve
that they have missed receiving
an official notilication of capture,
the Bed Cross chapier is always
resdy o leok into the case. In
this conpectian, the family of a
man listed ps missing shoukd be
sure 1o keep his branch of the
service  (Army.  Navy, Marine
Corps or Caast Guard) informesd
of any change of address, so that
further mews may reach them

promptly.




The Meaning of German Camp Terms

German camps are divided into
calegories according o the type of
prisoners of war they contain. They
are known by the following termi-
nology:

LAGER—camp
STALAG — abbreviation for

STAMMLAGER — a permanent

camp for noncoms or privates, or

a base camp from which labor de-

tachments are scnt out
ZWEIGLAGER—branch camp
OFLAG — abbreviation for OFFI-

ZIERSLAGER = permanent camp

for officers
DULAG—abbreviauon for DURCH-

GANGSLAGER—a transit camp
LUFTLAGER — abbreviation for

LUFTWAFFELAGER —a camp

for airmen
DULAGLUFT — abbreviation [or

DURCHGANGSLUFTWAFFE-

LAGER—a transit camp for air-

men
MARLAG—abbreviation for MAR-

INELAGER—a camp lor sailors
MILAG-—abbreviation for MILI-

TAERLAGER—a camp for soldiers
ILAG—abbreviation for INTERN-

IERTENLAGER—a civilian in-

lernment camp

A Stalag is a base camp, Many of
the prisoners carried on the rolls of
a base camp may actually not be
quartered in it but may be living in
a dependency of the base camp called
an Arbeitskommando, or labor de-
tachment.  Such  detachments  are
usually scattered over a fairly wide

arca, and the larger labor detach-
ments are miniatures of the base
camp in their construction and or-
panization, The German command-
ers of the labor detachments are sub-
ordinate to the officer in charge of
the Stalag. All the administrative
work of the camp is carried on in the
Stalag. The hospital forms part of the
base camj.

Labor detachments vary in strength
from 15 to as many as 300 prisoners
[or work in towns, villages, factories,
mines, on roads, railroads, ¢tc. When
the strength of the detachment war-
rants, they are housed in special
buildings or barracks near the place
of work. In such cases, the individual
prisoner has no direct contact with
the base camp, which may be fifvy
or even a hundred miles away. Com-
munication with the eamp leader at
the base, however, is maintained
through the prisoners’ representative
at the head of each working detach-
ment. It is this representative who
receives from the base, and distributes
among the men ol his working de-
tachment, the mail and relief sup-
plies sent to the camps.

Swedish Red Cross Sends
Writing Paper

The lack of writing paper in Ge
many and Italy is so great that mag
prisoners of war, eager Lo contink
their studies, have been forced
use the wrappings of cigarette pad
apes for making notes, according
a report by Mr. A. de Blonay, Seor
tary-General of the European Studes
Relicl Fund.

Mr. de Blonay recently went froj
Geneva to Stockholm to seek il
creased Swedish support for stude
prisoners. The Swedish Red Cro
responded promptly by shipping
(00 notebooks for prisoners of wi
in Germany and Ttaly, and an add
tional 100,000 notebooks and 200,06
sheets of writing paper were prof
ised [or early shipment to the Inte
national’ Red Cross Committee f
similar distribution,

{Editor's Note: Writing paper
notebooks cannot be included
next-of-kin parcels from the Unit
States. Special paper for firisoners
war letters is provided by the Ge
and Italian anthorities.)

prisoner as well as your own,

Change of Address

The names and addresses of the nearest relatives of American prisoners of
war and civilian internees, to whom this Bulletin is sent, were furnished to the
Red Crass by the Prisoncrs of War Information Bureau of the Provost Marshal
General's Office. To cnable us (0 keep the mailing list up 1o date, we must rely on
our readers to advise us of any change of address, Please inform your Red Cross
chapter whenever you chunge your address and always give the name of the
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