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Forccast for April:

Your Quiet Hour ‘B ,
Companion i Invasion
“GQ' Whﬁ —_— mu.iﬂ"
No. 6 Altbuygund, Germany — April 1, 1944 Price: 50 Pfg.

April to Bring Easter Festivities, Two Broadway
Change, Spring Gardens to Oflag

Shows, Time

HollywoodHit,Variety
Show Slated for April

“Three Men on o Horse,” » Broadway-
Hollywooi J-act comedy, will highlight
this month’s theater program on April 27,
28, 29,

The story revelves aoround Erwin

Time Double Times

Prison life will he shortoned by
one hour this week, At 2 am on
April 3, day light saving time will
go into cffect at Oflag 64, moving
time forward 60 minntes.

Trowbride, greeting card poet and ex-
peet horse-picker, and the tronhles he
encannters when his wife, Audrey, ‘dis-
govers his bobby of picking winners,

Jobn  Hannan is prodacer-director.
Leads will be played by Charles Eberie.
Larry ‘Phelsn, Cadl Burrows, Willard
Duckworth, Jim Bauncker, Dick Van
Syckle, Don Moy, Temn Holt, Ken God-
dard and Sid Thal.

Other events on the April theater
calendar:

APRIL 7 — (Good Friday) — Russ
Ford's clab in “The Crueifixion,”

AFPRIL 14 — Bab Rankin's Orchestra
presents u concert of dance music.

APRIL 19 — Bloody Gut Saleon.

APRIL 21, 22 — A variety show pro.
duced by Larry Phelan, feoturing o ope-
act play by Noel Coward, “Ways and
Mean," '

lPeerIoss Peelers PeelPenlsI

If at first yon dow't succeed, peel,
peel again — ask Mess 23,

Dauntless poelers al), they deskinned
five caps of spuds . in record time one
moruing last month,

Awed by their speed snd technique,
‘Meséfiihrer Wallcras-kn invited them
back for a eommand performance that

% they led the peels
3 re-pee peeks U
had previously pecled — to the last p:[

Messes May Raise Victory
Gardens, Hortikriegies Say

Private gordens for “raising hell, weeds
or even vegetahles” have been promis-
ed by Lt. Col. Walter Oakes for messes
that .want to do a little farming on
the zide. .

That is, if there is scod and soil left
over after the camp garden is taken
care of.

Milk Stocks Soar As
Salmon Sags On Mart

L1, Bd Spicher, the big margarioe
speculator, last_month broke all records
at the Mart for Inrge trading operations.

His ticker-tape record: 4000 puints
ucross the bonrd nnd 3075 points with-
drawn.

“My suocess Jies in never trading on
margin." said Ed modestly, munching
a D-Bar dividend.

Heaviest Mart trading for the month
was in Powdered ‘Milk, 15,300 points
being deposited  and 759, withdrawn.

Trading was steady in ciguretles, brisk
in prones, sluggish in elicess. Salmon

geod.
a‘k'ith o stoady jnercase in daily turn-
over, the. monthly deposits twialel

111,774 points pnd withirmwals 93,816,

Mass, Prayef.Oraiorio

Mark Easter Services

Oftag 64 will observe Easter week-
end pext week with & program of prayer,
services and a glee cluly oratorio.

Choplain Stanley Bragk will gpen ce-
remonies with an "Hour of Praver™ Fel-
day ulternoun amd the Glee Chuli pre-
sents an oratorio that evening. High
Mage will be said at 9:30 Easter morn-
ing and a Generol Communion Service
u?l e condueted at 10:30.

“The Crucifixion,” John Stainer's Ura-
wrin, will be presented by the 30-voice
Glee Clab in the vheater Friduy eveninyg.
Tom Holt, Howard Holder, Frank Yoax-
well and Russell Ford ore the soloists
in this choral re-telling of the Easter
#LOry,

Musie for Easter Communion Services
will be sung by the Glee Club. Russ Ford,
Gleo Club dirgctor, plans commnnion
music and anthems for the program.

A holidsy menu is promised by L1
Col. Whalter Oakes for Easter Sunday-
The luscious details were not given.

l Sweeney Sets Speed S;ylé I

Capl. James L. Sweeney, executive
ofticer of Zlmmer 24, set an all time
mail speed record this week.

A letter from his wife in Pensacola,
Florida, mailed oh Mareh 3 reached
him on March 27 -~ jusi 24 days in
transit, /It was sent Clipper Alr Mail,

Ruoner-up In speed honors is L1,
Amon Carter, who received o letter

‘from Texas In 28 days.

Sign Appearsin Sky; WI'MNGT

By: ‘Frank  Diggs

Ouee in the days of the L wars
in the land eilled- Schubin ?l“:me 1w
puss - that ,j.:}” udtnglo“ were rumored
about ameng the peop

And these tidings werc that all the
people of “64" would be freed and pent
to the lund of Sweden nnd thers wonld
be a t-migeation of all kriegics.

Aﬂr::ndmiun‘ APpeared upon the
wall by & wise sman from a far conm
that was u messuge to the people.
the message said that the Uncle called
“Bam w look after bis chosen people

Aud the le rejoiced; t was
their rdoldn';.mp'l"hey took upﬁ:& Red
Cross boxee and prepared to take it on
the Jam.

And behold there eame a man from
the hills that nre called Gensva nnd
brought o message to the people.

And la, the le were ex -
o il guve Bake, Y o A
their dr.livcmn;e was as hand, 'I!boy
repared the fatted Prom for a great
vust before going np to the ln:dnl'
Sweden.

While the people did break bread and

and that a great repatrintion was coeking.

cook tosst o wise map from 3B did

Appearson Wall; ManAppears fromHills; Kriegies quoico

Z:m,k ]Mh the man from the hills.
d he ed many thiogs and he-
hold he got the inside dope.

Awil be called gome of the people 1o-
gether.

Then a x:lnl. hush came B the
multitude. And the wise guy spake thus:

“Verily I say 10 you that be that
helieveth these tidings hath been duped
by false proplets.

“For this day is the Ancient Doy of
Fools,”

And thers wns great weeping snd
wailing and desbing to the Tin Store.
For it was Apsil 1.
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Maybe Not Tomorrow, But

All because it conducted an in-
vasion poll, THE ITEM staff has
been badgered nigh unta hell this
past month.

Bolstered by hindsight, readers
accused that the date (Mareh 12)
was capriciously optimistic.

THE ITEM agrees! And hustens
to add that the readers, not THE
ITEM, set the date!

Now THE ITEM is ready to
make its official and momentons
prediction: The invision will come
in April, or else, . THE ITEM
will predict anew for May.

Keep Fit Thru Fun

In the Spring u young kriegy's
faucy strongly turns to outdoor
sports. It might as well.  There's
not a thing he con do about it if
it wanders elsewhere.

Cooped up all winter, the time
has come when he can get out,
have fun and keep fit,”

There's no reagon why he should
return home looking like he needed
u sull dose of monkey glands.

The athletic schedule will be Tull
and varied, simed to satisfy all

When the Orchids Bloom

When the first orchids bloom in
the greenhouse, THE ITEM has
commissioned John Creech to gather
large bunches and pass them out
_generously  to Jim Kach, John
Haunan, John T. Jones and all
the lesscr but important lights
who made *The Man Who Came
to Dinner™ a spurkling show.

The Front Line Fighter

* Authorization of the Infantry
Medal is an encouraging sign. It
indicates  that more and more
eredit is heing given where credit
is due: to the front line fighter.

Bash Mixer, M 1944 A1

‘ R By:
Eﬂ Eﬁ = Frank
: | - Huneock

For bashomnnincs here, and hame-sick
ex-kriegics ofter the war, the Ml Bash
Mixer has heen designed by Bill Fabian,
THE ITEM's bashing expert.

By pulling Switeh A, a delightful mix-
ture of Hasty Maid coffee solid, Pony
parts, well-browned sawdust, a few choice
eye balls, a sprinkling of cholera dosing,
and a liberal Mavoring of ancieat cheese
is mixed in Container B with propa-
gandized hot nir. -

The resulting cholce tidbit travels
dawn Tube C to the gourmet below.

The doge is repeated daily nntil numh-
ness ensues,

Army Authorizes Two New
Medals for Combat Infantry

Two new medals — “Combat In-
fantryman” and “Expert Infantry-
man” were recontly authorized for
infantry  soldiers whe have “heen
under enemy small arms fire,” ace
cording te recent arrivals,

The “Combat” medal has the
higher rating, more combat time
being vequired for the award, No
man may hold both awards at the
sume time, The “"Expert” medal
is returned when the higher award
is enrned.

Among service ribbons now auth-
orized are those for cach theater
of operation with bronze stars for
campaigns, That the stars will
probably be reploced by campaizn
awards was indicated by War De-
partment  publications  made in
Sicily.

Present rikhons are for the North
Africa<Middle East-European thea-
tor, the Asia-Pacitic theater, and
the American theater.  Duty on

If vou can keep your fuod when
all about you

Huve caten theirs and are scroung-
g off’'n you:

If vou can hake & cuke with
lesser weight than lead,

And make allowanee for the extra
slress of issune bread;

I you can swap and not Le cheat-
ed swapping 8

Start with one Red Cross
und end with two,

And find that vowr recent deals
are topping

All provious records made by you.

Box

It yon can make one heap of all
Your moeney.,

And risk it all at “The Bloody
Gur™ saloon

Aud lose, and think it all quite
funny,

That you zhould lose so much so
$00D;

It vom can foree your mouth,
stomach and sinew,

‘To endure the beer they serve ut
the cuntecn,

And keep drinking when there's
a gallon in vou,

And «till not spend ull night in
the Iatrine.

If you can sleep "til the last
A\ppc" hu“ uuulld:,

And not be late—or suffer half
an hour:

If when you're 0. D)., you're not
uoixy on vonr rounds,

And your friends smile and don't
look sour;

If you can fill each passing minute

Of this prisoner’s life with fun,

Yours is the lager und everything
that’s in it.

And, what’s more—vou can have
it, my son.

Continged from LCol. 2

the Atlantic, or in Alaska are ine
cluded in the American theater,
but not service in the continental
United States.

The European ribbon has a green
hackground, the Amecrican theater
ribbon is predominantly light blue,
and the Asia-Pacific ribbon is
based on vellow, Vertioal slripes
on each ribbon indicate nations
involved,
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Silhouette

Schubin Skyline...

l Kriegy _ﬂceiches I

CAPTAIN TONY LUMPKIN

By: Larry Allen

Stretehing the lifeline between
the Red Croz: te your stomach is
the job of (:aph\ul Tu!l}' Benson
Lumpkin.

This Sh-vear-old,
six footer from Miszouri bas<ks in
the radiant title of *parcels offi-
cor” — which is a lot casier to sny

st m*!)‘-.' :-'N] .

than Oberpaketzimmermeister,
Dipping his fingers into the re-
serves, '“'ll.l‘n fur-

e |

ther shortening: ™.
nolchexs in pne'sss
belt may he +

threatened, comes ™™
readily to Captain
Lumpkin, for he /&%
learned about that |

in Missouri.

There,in Mexies
— his home town

in  Missouri — he was com-
mandant and treasurer of the
Missouri Military Academy, an

institution for training bovs cight
to eighteen.

He's a real booster for his home
town. He =ays, “this iz the out-
standing military school in the
Midwest, T might say the
whole west, but I'm modest. Send
for catalogue.”

Captain  Lumpkin held down
those jobs from 1933 until 1941,
when word reached Mexico that
the Japs had ssaid it with bombs
at Pearl Harbor,

As a reserve officer, he imme-
diately reported for duty, but the
army let him go back to Mexico
as professor of military science
and tactics,

He crossed the
the First Armored

even

Atlantic with
division and

L

CHUBIN'S VERSION OF the N. Y. skyline, looking North, inclu-
des, from left to right; ihe windmill, the county administration
buildings, Protestant Church, brewery, Catholic Church, fire lower,

water tower at the RR station.

That’s all, brother.

Lt. Paul Lampru Wins DSC
For Tunisian Battle Action

The Distinguished Service Cros=
was awarded to Lt. Paul Lompru,
Barmacks 3A, u('vnrding to o re-
cent letter from home,

While in a fierce engagement
during the latter stages of the
Tunisian compaign, Lampru’s com-
pany was ordered to withdraw,

Lampru; wounded in the should-
er, volunteercd to remain at the
radio and report enemy movements.

He was captured a short time
luter.

His home is in Jacksonville,
Florida.

ufter a three-months stay in North
Africa, nccepted, perforce, an invi-
tation of the Germans to sojourn
in Deutschland indefinitely.

His ultimate objective is “I'wo

Parcele in Every Pot" — which
he fears likely will not be attain-
ed — owing to the lack of pors.

Captain Lumpkin is married and
has three children,

He was graduated from The
Citadel, military college in 8, C,,
in 1929, with a B.S. degree and
reseryve commission.

Aside from out food
packages, he has worrics about
what ix linble to happen, and
probably won't.

A military prophet of the first
— and only — rank — he admits

doling

“These rumors are driving me
erazy !

They should. He starts most
of them.

Geprisft: Oflag 64, Alteilung Id,
Drack: Willl Kricks, Althurgund

Allen Drops 300 Bucks As
Allied Commanders Foul Up

Kaput went Larry Allen’s luck
on Marech 12, but it took the
combined American and  British
High Commands to do it

For some time now, Larry has
been predicting Allied strategy with
maonatanous regularity—he cleanod
up 1500 dollars on the invasion
date for ltaly, for instance.

But last month fate and the
Allied OK'W let March 12 slip by
withvoul an invasion, costing Larry
300 dollars ta the Van Vliet—
Thibodeau--Lens betting combine.

Undismayed, he re-bot Leas
another 100 with April 15 as the
new deadline,

Fort Worth Fable |

This story just arrived by Clip-
per airmail from THE ITEM'

Texas correspondent. He swears
it iz true, It could be, for ali
we know,

Two Texas darkies were talking
soon after Pearl Harbor. One said:

“Dem Japs is liab e to bomb
Houston."

*Yon is right”
agreed.

*An’ dey might bomb Dallas.”

“Duat’s so.”

*“An'deycouldbomb FortWorth.”

“Nah, =uoh, pot Fort Worth!
Mr. Amon Carter wouldn’t stand
for dat!™

hiz companion

NOTICE

Shortage of space foreed the Of-
lag 64 Directory oul of this issue.
It will be resumed next month.
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Gehlgener Gus... On Der Tag_ By: Ross
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Softball, Basketball, Badminton and
Tennis To Head Spring Sporis Here

Athletes will come out of winter hilber-
nation this month when the amdoor
sports lesgues get under way.

A full schedule of saftball, basketball,
tennis and track has boen set up by Herh
Johnson, Oflag sports dircetor.

Assistants in charge of the various
ma appointed by Johnson are John

. softhall; Leo Furber, basketball;
Ellsworth Condiff, track and volley ball,
and Maurice Bedwell, tenais.

Opening dates will depend upon the
weather. Outdoor sports equipment or-
rived last month from the b

Track, Field Meets Planned

Olympio Games may be passed up by
the rest of the world this year but not
at Sehubin.

The sportplatz sonth of mlyl:el.lun
scene of ‘All-American tﬂ.

meets arranged by Ellsworth l.nmh!f
and his assistant Joe Brown.

Events -planned are inter-room relay
races, sprints, high jump, broad jump
and shot pot.

Capt. Joe Schneider, lowa
Gets Six Parcels In Month

Capt. Joo Selmedder, of Towa, topped
the parcel league luet month with a re-
cord of six private poareels reccived
duriug February.

Li. Bob TReakin led the bigdetter-
wperators list by scoring 55 for the month,

Tota) mail for the month was 3050
fotters — 252 less than the previous
month; and 379 parcels — a decline of
3 pereeal.

Parcels included 177 tobgeco, 154 food
and 48 baok.

1s. Btulw Stetson still  retains the

“most letters” title of the lager. During
Febroary he averaged better !lu-n one
!a'o";" a day to reach a grand total of

Close behind followed Lis, Amon Car-

ter, 277, Jolm Scully. 260 Bob Rnu]:h.

255, Willism  Rudgl, 2.

Jmﬂhn, 240, lsgl, a R
'Earl Buckley and Francis Roy, 6. and
| Robert" 235.

Married Life in the USA

Tri-weekly
Try-weekly

Try-weukly

Body Builders Bulge Biceps

You can never tell about a kriegy.

Omne day he's lazier than a wind-
mill on a calm day. The uext
he's knocking hell out of his vita-
min balance by turning skin and
bones into muscle.

Remember the epidemic  that
hit the camp last summer? Pro-
fessor Carl Hansen tabbed it "ho-
rizontomania.,” No cure was ap-
parent. :

Then withonut warning the most
confirmed horizontomaniacs formed
the Body Beautiful Club.

Bill Fabian and Herman Litt-
maon, rencgade members of the
Grow Old Gracefully Club, brought
on the fad by building a 60 pound
Lell-bar.

George Muehlbauer. from the
other &ide of town added weight
to the idea and came out with a
I‘i)-pmnidr.r.

Jiu-jitsu disciple Red Bancker
then rigged up a 70 pound bell-
bar and started a class.

Banket's routine ineludes 10 exer-
cises. Pupih must do each exer-
cise 15 times before tackling he-
avier weights.

The world's record for an over-
head lift is 400 15 pounds, held
by a Frenchman.

“So you see," says Bancker,
“we ‘haven't far to ;go. Just a
couple hundred odd pounds.”

“Well Pressed Is Well
Dressed,” Says Knapp

By: Willard Duckworll

Warrant Officer Austin Knapp's tail-
oring shop offers little or no competition
to Hart, Schaffoer and Marx, but with
scraps of materiol and practically. nr
twols, il performs mirgcles in maintaining
the wellpressed stondards of the Ames
rican Army.

All elothing repairs in camp are made
from scraps out from salvaged garments

There it no steam press in the estaks
lishment —only a charcoal-heated iron.
For pressing small articles such as ties,
culfs and collurs o samll band-ison s
nied,  As each new probiem. in presain
arises,* pressing forms are comstrue
by Knapp and his three nssistants from
specially shaped wood covered with clotl.

Most of the customers, realizing the
handicaps under which the tailor shop
operates, are reasonnble in their requests.

ﬁumully, boweves, "one o:‘d:ho.e
w - people” in, gesti
madly, and dunmh :‘:’

improbable ereation for du' nul pro-
However, if the required costume is

agt o Flo Ziegfield dreom for one ol‘

the Oflag glamour girls, =ome

able can usnally be turned put by Koa

or vne of his three versatile sssistants,

Lts. Jim Nowrwnod, Verrls Huohbell ar

Berasrd Opite,

Texans and Damnyankees
Take Schubin Prep Honors

'l'e;;ml get around s especially at OF-

According 10 an ITEM survey this
month, 10 percent of all kriegies ars
from Texus—oxactly twice the percen-
toge of Texans jo the States.

Second most popular howne state here
s Towa, swith New York nnd New Jersey
tied for a poor third,

But the East still beats vhe Mid-west
with 37 -percent -over 36 percont of
Sehnbip Colleginns, respectively.

That desp southern drawl in the OF-
llr; dinlect comes from the 12 percent

Kricgsgefangeners from ' below the
M-D line.

A scant gix - percent ocome (o the
far west, mostly Calidernbane.
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THE MAJOR'S GOLD MINE

Egﬂ FiISHER

MAJOR MICCOLLAUX, FRENCH
First Regiment, was in despair,
Not because he wasa prisoner of war,
He was honorably tuken. “Clest
In guerre!” Not because he was
hungry. *“Ah, ouni, ze macaroni,
she is endless. She is tasteless,
But I, Pierre Jacques Miccolaux,
have caten fried camel’s dung.
which iz not much better!”™  Maan-
ing, he paced the hullway.

A large mirror stood in a niche
at one end of the hallway. This
was the Major's shirine. To it he
took his troubles. Before its re-
flecting flattery he would twirl his
sharp moustache, stroke his pink-
topped bald head and grin.  His
sorrows would disappear. For when
he smiled the radiant wealth of
the lost Incas shone forth, Every
front tooth was heavily armor-
plated with gold!

“True gold, mon ami," he said
to me, *“ze very Dbest! Always,
only ze best for e commandant,
Pierre Jacques Miccollaux!™ He
then preened the campaign ribbons
over his left breast. OFf these, too,
he was proud, all twenty-two of
them. Four rows of five cach, and
the top two were the ltalian Cross
of Honor (1917) and the British
Victoria Cross, He counted them
over in aidd moments like a non
her rosary.

He stood before this mirror now.
But the glitter of gold and the
glamor of gallantry on the battle-
ficld cheered him not.

“I must smoke, mon ami. [ must
have a cigarctte! For three weocks
I have smoked ze leaves from =ze
trees. I have smoked ze leaves of
ve tem. T have rolled ze paper and
ve griass. Now—Waterloo she is
come. We have no tea. Ze leaves
and ze grase are green. Even ze
Red Cross haes forgotten poor
Pierre Jaoques Miccollanx!™

*Major, you have enough tobac-
¢o in your mouth to sutisly the
whole camp,” T suggested.

He turned from the mirrar, *I-
mon umi? How can zat be? My
mouth she is empty. You are a
foolish boy!”

“You have a toothache, have
you not, Major #*

“Toothache ? Mais oui, ze tooth
she is raising the hell! 8Bhe is
lightning and thunder in ze mouth."”

“Then why not have it pulled ¥

“Pulled ¥ he roared. [lailing his
arms in my face. “Ze tooth zat
aches—she is nearly all gold! My
fortune is in my mouth—ze pride

of my life—ze pride of my
life— ze sunshine of my cloudy
days—"

He ruced on singing the virtues
of his rotten tooth—thon quictly—

“But she do ache -oui=—she do
ache,”

Suddenly the import of my idea
struck.  “Mon dieu!” he shouted.
“Tobacco in ze mouth! Plerre
Jocques Miceollaux see all now,

My friend you are wonderful. You
shall be rewarded —mais oui!™ he
promised as he hurried off,

Two hours later he returned.
His cheeks were swollen—he was
pale but his cves gleamed.

“Mon ami, look!"™ He opened
wide his mouth. TFour of his
golden gems were gome!

“But Major,” 1 moaned weakly
“only one tooth was aching, wasn't
it? Why on earth—"

“Mon ami," he lisped, “ze den-
tist offer me two hundred ciga-
rettes for ze tooth she was aching.
Business iz business. So—here my
friend. Pour vous.”

And he began to unload from
every pooket packe of Elegantes!

RAVINGS OF A

Ry: Prof. (- V. Hansen

Mein Gott im Himmel!  Donncrs
wetter und verdamme mal! Such
a life as 1 am foreed to lead! Mein
situation ist firchterlich! schaver-
lich! gruusum! (Das means pretty
bad, to put it lightly.)

Da 1 see a ge-puzzsled look on
someone's face? Do I hear some-
one sagen: "Itis an advantage for
you, Germun to know ?" To which
I reply mit vigor und Heftigkeit:
“Nein, mein licher Freund! You
koow not die Facts!” Bitte, per-
mit me to explain alles.

To begin mit I studied Deutsch
eight long vears in den Vereinig-
ten Staaten von Nordamerika, Das
war mein first mistake. Anyone
who would study n lunguage eight
vears mitoudt mastering it is either
too dumm to learn oder too domm
to know when he ge-licked is. 5o
I must admit that I have ge-bronght
ulle< on meinsell.  Und maybe it
was to punish me that Fate me
ge-captured got. Ja, it could be.

For 18 months in the Army 1

used nicht mein Dentsch, Und
dunn — Sidi Dou Sid! Did I ever
tell you about Sidi Bou Sid?

Nein, Nein! Come back! 1 promise
nicht zu sagen cin Wort about it!
Anyway, n Dentsch Soldat sagte,
“Far Sie ist der Krieg fertig.”
But das ist where der real trouble
comes in, Dbecause [iir mich der

DEUTSCH PROF

Kriez i=t shtill raging mit unver-
mindeter Hefrigkeit.

I am shtudying Deutsch aguin
und trving to teach it, und das
ist oin Krieg zu der Death! Aygninst
die Difficulties of die Deutsche
Sprache und die Stupidity of meine
Studenten ich battle immer, und
es ist beginning to tell on me. Some
of meine Freunde sagen, “You are
ein hard man to live mit. Waren
Sic immer like " Ich sage:

das ?
“Neiny, On der Front ich war ein
pleasant voung Offizier easy to
gel ulong mit.  But there ich war
confronted mit  dem relatively
simple task of fighting ein Krieg
against Panzer, Flugzeuge, Bullets
and Shells, but here o3 ist pin
Krieg firchterlich beyond Dese
cription. Und a hopeless Kriog.
Ach, Herrgott! But ich will never
apitulute!  Never!

in order to give you nur cin
vague ldee of mein Predicament,
let me explain mehr aboudt the
Dummheit of meine  Studenten.
Perhaps das grifte Hindernis ist
dic Faet that die kleinen Dumm-
kispfe will never verstehen die Gram-
matik, Und was ist mehr, sis vor-
stehen nicht why it pecessary ist,
for them it to learn. “Here Lehreer,”
sugen sie, “we don’t keow English
Grammar, s0 why should we lernen
Dentsche Grummatik 77

{See RAVINGS, Next Page)
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REAR ECHELON . . .

By: Deonald May

Jimmy Bender had graduated trom high
school in 1940 with the rest of us, but
we had lost sight of him until Christ-
mas when he came home for his va-
catlon. The rest of us hadn't been
able to go to college, We were work-
Ing at the steel mill.

Jimmy had always been the brains
. of our gang, prefering to “work the
angles," as he put it and, although we
were frequently in trouble, he assured
us it was smart to stick to him,

I remember one time we set fire to
old Mys. Hitchens garage to see If the
fire engines could put out the blaze
before it could jump to the house, And
the time we’released the brakes on all
the cars on Parkway hill. Dick Sands
and Jack French were caught by the
police, Others, too. But nol Jimmy.

Soon we all sterted tolking aboul
the war and the draft. Those of us al
e mill had been exempled Decause of
our work, but Jimmy, though he said
he wns working on an angle, was 1-A,

He wentback tocollege and inFebruary
of 1941 some of us at the mill decided
to enlist in the army.

That summer at camp. 1 recelved a
letter from Jimmy and he said-—well,
I'll let you read it

*Dear Fred, When | got home from
school and found the bunch had bro-
ken up, 1 started thinking abount this
draft deal, There's no sense in a smart
cookie being caught and  dragged
into the Army when there is so much
easy dough Iving around to be pick-
ed up,

“I'm looking around and | think I can
heat the drom and bogle rap.

“I' keep you posted on how we
smart people are living.

*Diop me-a lic. As ever, Jimmy."

I didn"t mind his letter much because
we had felt it was a duly, sort of, to
join the Apmy, and we gol a Kick out
of it, though we never admilted it

Thst Fall I received
from hin. Here It Is:

“Dear Fred, T'm all set, i've gol a
job working for a contracting company
that is building flying fields [or the
Army and Navy, When the outlil ook
me fhey said they would arrange for
me to be exempted from the draft, It
hroke my heart.

“I have to laugh wheii | think of you
guys slaving away for thirty bucks a
month while I'm pulling down one
hundred and twenly five for my forty
hours a weck. And Lo lop it off, | may
gel avoumed as muoch as voo do! My
boss 1old me that they have a contract

- Ao build some sir liclds oulside the
country, [ may gel in on the job, We
pel paid more if we lenve the country,

*l guess that's all for now, but [l
write again. I(ueP your gun clean—1"m
(2ughing. Love 'n Risses, Jimmy.”

That was the last letter 1 received
from him, but a letter from home in
March M2 said fhat Jininy had left
early In the year 10 help bulld an air
field for other men to fight from.” He
had gone o some out of the way place
called Wake Island.

another lelter

Ravings...
: {Costinued Irom Page 1)

So after mein Blut Pressure
genug down geegone ist, sage ich,
YBecuuse you learned English by
hearing it since vou were born
und by imitating, but you are
nicht able to lernen Deutseh das
Way. Natiielich nicht!” By der
time 1 this Punkt across ge.put
have, ist mein throat zore as well
as mein arm, und viele Studenten
have quit die Klasee und die ud-
ders have eore Heads oder schwarze
Augen,

Next habe ich das Problem of
breaking down der linguistic Pro-
vineialism of mein Schiller, Zu
them ist s wrang for Deutsch zn
sagen: “Wieviel Uhr ist es?”
“{How much clock is it 77) instead
of having ein Wort fiir Wort
Korrespondens mit Englisch. Yet
diese People agree thut m Wort kann
haben zwei Pronunciations.

Ich habe viele Cats-o-Nine-Tails
kaputt-gemacht in teyving to explain
diesen Punkt. but shtill habe ich
wenig suceess gehabt,

But even sehlimmer als die Dumm-
heit of meine Schitler ist die cheek
of those officers who can not un-
derstand mehr als drei deutsche
Worter und whe sagen those in-
correctly, but who claim to be
great linguists. Dax beste Beispiel
(example) of such cheek happened
den Tag when Geerzil Englehart
commanded dic Kompanie zum
Appell.  (Geexil ist oin apprentice
Gobbler,  As he will tell vou,
“1I"m Geezil the Gobhler: T gobble
Shoee.”) Hiz boss is “Dja-Dja™
Robers.

Vull, us Englehurt tried to spra-
chen mit dem deutschen Offizier,
Roberts zagte, “Geeril speaks good
Deutschs I've heen giving him
lessons.” Ei! Ei! E! Ich habe pers
sonally tested Dju-Djn, und he
knows  zwei  deutsche Warter,
Dicse sinds “Ja” und “nix.”

I will admit that Deutsch solir
sehwer ist, wnd die only Remedy
fiir das ist: immer studieren. Afller
wine Jahre habe ich nicht Deutsch
ge-maztored.  Ieh bin not discoun-
raged. Ich habe ge-hbrt Kinder
sprechen gut deutsch.  Sie waren
Deutsch Kinder, to be sure, aber
Kinder,

S0 one must nicht get die Ideo
thar dic Sprache impossible to
lernen ist. | believe thirty Juhre
ist genug.

EARLY FURLOUGH...

By: Frank Maxwell

Roy was underneath the six-ton Dinm-
ond T wreeker greasing up her joints
when he heard Lis name e&nd.

"Over lere,” he shonted.

“There’s u long distance call for you
in the office,” the voice shouted baek.

R:’y ?::ccd Il::d p;ain.u l“‘lxn carefully
on the floor, w nds s
and hurtied to the offive, Ty
The operator answered his groati
with: “Sgt. Raymond Barry 77 i
Yes,”
"I Lave a call for you from Monterey,
California. Go ahead please, Miss Darry.”
Ray recognized the volee of his sister,
Lil, ond le nuted she was’erving,
“Ray, it's Sarah,” sobbed Lil, “thexe's
been an aceident.”  She paused, then
continucd, “there was an explosion at
the defense plant this moming, and. .."”

The words rushid out of him in o sere-
am: “Lil, my Sorah's dead..." He
d:_:rpul the receiver on the desk, stood
& for a minute, doged, then cried
convuliively.,

He rememberod nothing after that

until he found himself seated on his cot.
Tim was beside him saying things he
dida’t understand.
- “Capt. Miller,” exid Tim, ‘“thought
you'd be wanting to leave for home
right swuv, Roy, so your fourdougli be-
wine ronight. Ie's qlo a for a
scat on the West Coast Airlines. It's
fetting near glm time now. Ray, ure
you listeniog ?"

“Eh? Oh, sureTim. Sare, that's fine,
fino, I'll get ready.”

"Will you be wearing civvics or your
uniform ¥ Tim nkd.m )

"1 thing she'd rather [ wore my uni-
form, she hasn't seen me with the extra
stripe yet,” anawered Ray.

The trip from camp
Thet ks, it was quict exept for the few
minutes afler they had passed the Sequo-
ia Cabins just before renching town,

“Look, Tim" Ray had said, “that
third eabin from the left. She stayed
there Five months ago when she came
to comp, We things there, Tim,
and it's not working out, is it?

“We used. to say our Jove wus the
strongest love in the world, That we
weren't like otiwer couples... we were
dillerent. ., we wsed to say we'd never
leave each other. .. that when our time
was up vn this earth, we'd sta together
ever after. .. but it's not wor out.,.
its mol,., Oh, God!”

_ When the “jecp” had moved off leav-
ing Ray standing alone, he heard the
motors of the giont airliner bring warm-
ed up. He walked over to the terminal
and to the ticket elerk.

“You have n reservation for Sgt,
Raymond Barry #

“Yes, sergeant,” replied the congenial
colloge boy elerk. “Nice flying weather
for March... Here itis... Seat No. 4,
and incidentally, sergeant, you're a lueky
fellow. You'll be sitting in back of the
screen atar, Carole Lom vas

was a quiet one. -
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